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SUB J : SOVIETS STEP UP PROPAGANDA ATTACKS ON EGYPT, ISRAEL 

SUMMARY: MOSCOW SENSES THAT THE MOMENTUM OF EGYPTIAN- 
ISRAELI CONTACTS HAS LAGGED AND HAS MOVED OVER TO THE 
OFFENSIVE IN A LONG TASS COMMENTARY PUBLISHED IN THE 
CENTRAL PRESS DEC. 28. THE PIECE IS HARDHITTING AND 
SUGGESTS THAT MOSCOW FEELS THAT THE TERMS OF THE BEGIN 
PLAN, AS THEY HAVE BECOME KNOWN, PROVIDE AN OPENING FOR A 
COUNTERATTACK AGAINST SADAT. END SUMMARY. 
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1 . THE TASS COMMENTARY. "WHAT IS HIDDEN BEHIND THE BEGIN 
PLAN,"' HITS VERY HARD AT THE PLAN, CLAIMING THAT IT 
SEEKS TO PERPETUATE ISRAEL'S CONTROL OVER THE OCCUPIED 
TERRITORIES AND ACTUALLY TO ESTABLISH ISRAELI MILITARY 
AND POLITICAL HEGEMONY IN THE MIDDLE EAST "WITH THE 
ENCOURAGEMENT AND SUPPORT" OF THE U.S. TASS FURTHER 
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ASSERTS THAT THE RIGHTS OF THE PALESTINIANS WERE 
COMPLETELY IGNORED BY THE PLAN, WHICH REPRESENTS "AN 
INSULT" SINCE IT AMOUNTS TO SETTING UP "LOCAL QUISLINGS" 
UNDER ISRAELI AEGIS. 

2. THIS, TASS SNEERS, IS WHAT SADAT GOT FOR HIS TRIP 
TO "JERUSALEM-CANOSSA." QUOTING UNNAMED 
FOREIGN NEWSPAPERS, TASS STATES THAT SADAT WILL 
HAVE TO TURN ONCE AGAIN TO THE U.S. "IN THE ROLE OF 
SUPPLICANT." IN THIS COMMENTARY BOTH SADAT AND THE 
U.S. ARE TREATED ROUGHLY: SADAT FOR HAVING PLAYED 
INTO ISRAELI HANDS, AND THE U.S. FOR HAVING PLAYED "A 
LARGE ROLE" IN BRINGING ABOUT THE TALKS WITH BEGIN. 

3. COMMENT: THE TASS DESCRIPTION OF THE BEGIN PLAN 
MAKES IT CLEAR THAT ANY FURTHER EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD REPRESENT A TOTAL SURRENDER OF 
ARAB, AND PARTICULARLY PALESTINIAN, INTERESTS BY 
SADAT. EVIDENTLY SENSING AT LEAST A TEMPORARY LAG 

IN THE MOMENTUM OF EGYPTIAN-ISRAELI CONTACTS, MOSCOW 
FEELS THAT THE TIME HAS COME TO MOVE ONTO THE 
OFFENSIVE IN ITS PROPAGANDA. IT MAY CONSIDER THAT 
THE BEGIN PLAN, AS IT HAS BECOME KNOWN IN PUBLIC, 
PROVIDES THE BASIS FOR A RALLYING ARAB OPPOSITION 
TO SADAT AND FOR REASSERTING SOME SORT 
OF ROLE FOR SOVIET DIPLOMACY IN THE MIDDLE EAST. 
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